
Radical Hospitality 
Learning how to love difficult people like Jesus did 

Featuring Dr. Richard Beck 



INTRODUCTION 
Disgust is a natural impulse shared by all people. In fact, when it comes to our food and 
environments, disgust protects us. Feeling disgust at the look, smell, or taste of rotting food can save 
us from food poisoning. But when we allow disgust to regulate a boundary between ourselves and 
other people, it becomes a problem. It leads us to believe we can become culturally “contaminated” 
by people who are different from us. It leads us to believe that we can’t help others without them 
hurting us. It causes us to separate ourselves from those who are unlike us. 

But Jesus calls his followers to live differently. He calls us to lives of radical hospitality. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
1. How do you respond when a homeless person on the street asks you for money? What do 

you think motivates your response? 
2. Talk about a time when someone treated you poorly because you were a stranger to him or 

her. How did it make you feel? What did you do? 
3. What category of people are you tempted to think of as unintelligent or dishonest because 

they don’t see the world the way you do? Why do you think you’re motivated to view those 
people that way? 

4. During the video, Dr. Beck said, “Every heart has this little hitch in it that if [a person] is 
not in my group, there’s a slight hesitation to see them as enlightened, virtuous, and smart 
as I am.” Respond to that statement. Does that ring true in your experience? Why or why 
not? 

5. Read Mark 1:40–42. In what way did Jesus extend radical hospitality to you when he could 
have turned away? How has that influenced the way you treat others? 

6. In what ways do you sort people into “strangers” and “friends”? What is one thing you can 
do this week to follow Jesus’ call to open your heart and live in a world without strangers? 

APPLYING WHAT YOU’VE LEARNED 
We’re all hospitable to family and friends. But it’s hard to be hospitable to strangers—especially when 
those strangers are different from us in some way. Maybe they’re of a different socioeconomic status. 
Maybe they have a different level of education. Maybe they come from a different region of the 
country or world. Maybe they’re of a different race. Maybe their religious or political beliefs differ 
from our own. Maybe they have a different sexual orientation. Those differences can cause us to place 
people outside of our moral circles and treat them differently—even when the differences are subtle. 

But Jesus challenges us to treat strangers the same way we would family and friends. That’s what 
makes the kind of hospitality he advocates radical.  

SESSION 2: A WORLD WITHOUT STRANGERS 



CHANGING YOUR MIND 
A man with leprosy came to him and begged him on his knees, “If you are willing, you can make me 
clean.” 
Jesus was indignant. He reached out his hand and touched the man. “I am willing,” he said. “Be clean!” 
Immediately the leprosy left him and he was cleansed. 
Mark 1:40–42


