
PRIORITIES |  SESSION 8



OVERVIEW

 . . . He started out so young and strong, only to surrender.
–Jackson Browne, The Pretender 

A priority isn’t proven to be a priority until there’s a conflict. One of the ways we have been illustrating this is 
in our group is by our group’s requirements: that members attend every session, be on time, and do their 
reading, homework, and Scripture memory. 

Over the course of this group, things come up: work conflicts, out of town meetings, social opportunities, great 
free tickets to sporting events and concerts, kids activities—all good things, but in conflict with the group 
meeting schedule. And conflict, many times, causes us to examine our 
priorities.

In other words, our priorities guide our decision-making. And decisions have consequences. We must help our 
group members see the long-term consequences of their priorities. We’re most effective in this by sharing 
what we did (or wish we had done) to set priorities in our own lives.

Ultimately, the foundation for setting and honoring priorities should be our faith. For instance, if every day we 
decide to trade spending time with God with getting extra work done at the office, sleeping more than we 
should, or watching screens, it will impact the connection we feel with God. Where we end up in our walk with 
God is the result of a series of decisions we make and priorities we set and defend. 

To fully leverage the idea of priorities, begin by being clear on what our priorities are. What is it in our lives 
that takes priority over other things? It’s very difficult not to take advantage of what we think are rare chances 
to do fun things. But when those things consistently hijack our priorities, it should give us pause. Setting 
priorities is of little value if we are not living by them. 

Be transparent about your successes and especially about your failures in this session. Avoid the temptation to 
just share your successes. Be real about how you’ve set and lived out God-honoring priorities—and how you 
haven’t. 
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AGENDA
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1. MONTHLY FOCUS: PRIORITIES
10 MINUTES

• Matthew 6:33
 

2. MONTHLY QUESTION
1 HOUR

• What area of your life is not aligned with the 
direction you want to be heading?

3. MONTHLY ASSIGNMENTS
35 MINUTES

• Assignments and goals reagarding time, work, 
and money.

4. BREAK
10 MINUTES

6. DISCUSS NEXT MONTH
10 MINUTES

• Book: Finishing Strong
• Assignments: 

1. Preapare your eulogy statement
2. Prepare personal ministry plans and take a step

• Monthly focus: Pay it forward (2 Timothy 2:2)

5. BOOK NET-OUT
50 MINUTES

• Fields of Gold

PRAY AND DISMISS


